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Dear friends,
We sang our “Alleluia’s” and proclaimed “Christ is Risen” on Easter, 

but the season is not over yet. Like Christmas, Easter is not a one-
day celebration, but rather a whole season in the church’s year. The 
season of Easter lasts for seven Sundays leading up to Pentecost when 
God sent the Holy Spirit among us. As we continue to celebrate, we 
can look for signs of resurrection all around us. This month will offer 
us many of those signs inside our own community. I look forward 
to hearing about the glimpses of resurrection you are seeing around 
you. These are the ones I have seen and am watching for this month:
• Intergenerational conversations – At a recent Wednesday Night Live dinner, I sat at a table with 

people in elementary school and those long retired. Together, we played the Animal Guessing 
Game: someone thinks of an animal; everyone else asks yes or no questions to try to guess the 
animal. This simple game drew us together over our meal. Everyone participated. Everyone 
shared. (And I learned a lot about platypuses and monkeys!) Too often, we struggle to figure out 
what to ask kids and so we revert to talking about their clothes or their appearance. And it can be 
hard for kids to think up a real conversation starter to talk to grown-ups. On this night, the easy 
conversation was a beautiful sight and I felt new life emerging around us. I have been thanking 
God for the experience, which was, for me, a little piece of the Kingdom of God. 

• Confirmation – We will celebrate Confirmation in worship on May 5. On that day, young people 
who have been studying and reflecting on their faith will claim as their own the promises made 
at their baptisms. They will promise to become disciples of Jesus, living out their faith in word 
and action. This is not something to take for granted as “just the next step,” but is indeed a 
momentous occasion: God has been working in these students’ lives and is now calling them to 
make a commitment in their faith. I look forward to learning about faith alongside these inspiring 
young people.

• Mother’s Day – For those for whom Mother’s Day is a celebration, I pray that yours is meaningful 
and joy-filled. For those who find Mother’s Day bittersweet or even painful due to grief, infertility, 
or other struggles, our sister congregation at First Presbyterian in Birmingham is hosting a 
service, “When Mother’s Day Hurts” on Thursday, May 2 at 7 pm. If the theme speaks to you, I 
hope you’ll consider attending at 1669 W. Maple in Birmingham. Sometimes, it is in the midst of 
our sorrow and pain that we feel God’s work of resurrection most clearly. 

• Hands-on Mission – On Sunday, May 19, our worship service (9 and 10:30 am) will engage us 
in a new way. We will worship in Kirkman Fellowship Hall around tables, with plenty of coffee 
and breakfast treats. As we hear God’s word, we will be invited to dream and discern about new 
mission opportunities and ways of serving. Come and share the ways you sense the Holy Spirit 
moving and listen to how your fellow church goers are experiencing God’s call in their lives. 

• Baptism – We joyfully celebrated the baptism of twin baby boys on April 28 and we anticipate 
celebrating the sacrament again on May 26; this time, for a grandfather and grandchild. What 
a rare and meaningful opportunity to witness Christ’s presence in the lives of people at the 
beginning of life and closer to the end. How do we see God’s promises differently at those points 
on our journey? And how is God’s love received and lived out at age seven, or 77, or anywhere  
in between?

Peace to you,

From the Pastor’s Desk…



always growing as a community of believers,  
reaching out in love to the world.vision

statement

fpcro  welcomes and accepts all, just as we all are  
uniquely valued as children of God.

responding to God’s call,
• we listen for and minister to the spiritual, emotional and 

physical needs of our congregation and community, using 
the resources God has given us.

• we nurture each person in their relationship with  
Jesus and provide opportunities to be connected in 
community through worship, music, education and prayer.

• we share the Word and demonstrate the love of the  
Spirit, working and praying for people to experience 
healing, reconciliation and transformation.

mission
statement

our

staff
our

pastor/head of staff, enickel@fpcro.org Rev. Emma Nickel
associate pastor, pmeilands@fpcro.org Rev. Pamela Meilands

director of music ministries and organist,  
jjackson@fpcro.org Joseph Jackson

interim chancel choir director, asutton@fpcro.org Alex Sutton
director of christian education, jjarrait@fpcro.org Joelle Jarrait

church administrator, kperuski@fpcro.org Kari Peruski
administrative asst., pkaufmann@fpcro.org Pamela Kaufmann

parish visitor, kbrom@fpcro.org Kathie Brom
evening reception/security, tcrawford@fpcro.org Todd Crawford 

preschool director, preschool@fpcro.org Sarah Gibson
preschool teacher Beth Heitchue

child care provider Ivy Debrow
facility manager, aglasel@fpcro.org Alan Glasel

assistant custodian Gary Moultrup
media/content manager, sgilreath@fpcro.org Sally Gilreath

food consultant Randy Jarman
wedding coordinator, weddings@fpcro.org Ginny O’Brien

newsletter production, newsletter@fpcro.org Sally Gilreath
newsletter editor Sandra Olah

baritone Miroslav Pavle Manovski
mezzo soprano Julie Anne Smith

soprano Kim Sanders
tenor Curt Peters soloists
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The Church Bell is published monthly, 
September through June, and is advised by 
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S The Presbys will meet, for the last time  
in the spring season, on Friday, May 17, at 
6:00 pm, in Kirkman Fellowship Hall. After 
the usual delicious “Chef Randy” dinner, we 
will be entertained by Larry Sweet, taking 
us on a pictorial tour of Beautiful Iceland. 
Presbys will be called, others can sign up at 
the reception Desk. 

Of NOte:
Deaths:
John Bonner, March 24, 2019
Evelyn Kucharski, April 8, 2019 Memorial gifts  

were given in  
memory of  
Sheila “Pat” Anderson,  
Judy White Andrews,  
John Bonner, A. Robert Cranbury,  
and Dorothy Evans

First Presbyterian Church of Royal Oak
Columbarium

and
Memorial Garden

Information packets available
Questions:

Ken Bissey 248.709.4849

Is YOur INfO CurreNt?
Has your home address, phone number, or email address 
changed recently? Did you eliminate your “land line” and 
have just a cell phone number now? Please let Pam Kaufmann 
(pkaufmann@fpcro.org) know of changes in your contact 
information so we can maintain current and up-to-date 
records of your member information.

stepheN MINIstrY
FPCRO is a Stephen Ministry church. 
Stephen Ministers are lay care-givers 
who are trained to provide high-quality 
confidential, Christ-centered care to people 
who are hurting.

Do you, or someone you know, need to 
be lifted in prayer? Please contact Kathie 
Brom at kbrom@fpcro.org with your 
prayer requests.

DreaM aND DIsCerN  
WOrshIp servICe

Sunday, May 19 at  
9 am and 10:30 am
Join us for this special service where we will 
hear from church members about possible new 
directions for our congregation in hands-on 
mission service. These members are feeling God’s 
call in their lives and are interested in leading 
our congregation to deepen our faith through our 
service. These ideas seek to do three things:
1) involve as many of us as possible in service 

and connection with our neighbors
2) transform our own experiences of faith in 

Christ as we serve others
3) establish a mission relationship that our 

church can connect with or live out over the 
coming years

Our worship on May 19 will include hymns, 
prayers, scripture and time to discern about 
these new opportunities! Coffee and a continental 
breakfast will be served, and worship will take 
place in Kirkman Fellowship Hall. Join us for this 
exciting day!
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children’s ministry

christian education

WeDNesDaY NIght LIve  
gLOW IN the Dark partY
Our last Wednesday 
Night Live until the fall 
season will be on May 
1. A special KIC Club 
Glow in the Dark Party 
will be at 4:30 pm. 
The Adult Ed class will 
meet at 5:00 pm in the 
Fireside Room. At 6:00 
pm, everyone is invited 
for a pizza party with an 
ice cream sundae bar. 
Join us for the fun!

vBs 2019: “YOu are MY sheep”
Ezekiel 34:31 says 
“You are my sheep, 
the sheep of my 
pasture, and I am 
your God.” Join us 
in God’s pasture 
during our VBS and 
experience life as the 
shepherds did in the 
fields. Learn how God 
loves us and is our 
Mighty Shepherd. 
The dates this year are Monday, June 24-Thursday, 
June 27, and this year our VBS will take place in the 
evening. Dinner will be served at 5:30 pm with the 
program to follow at 6:15 pm until 8 pm. Children in 
kindergarten through fifth grade are invited to attend. 
Watch for online registration coming soon!
Volunteers, we need you! We are looking for people 
to help with this year’s program. We will need flock 
leaders, station leaders, and shepherd storytellers. 
Please talk to Joelle Jarrait if you are interested. You 
can also email her at jjarrait@fpcro.org.

ONLINe stuDY fOr WOMeN
Is your response to the question “how are you?” always “I’m just 
so busy!”? Then this gathering is for you!
This summer, Pastor Emma will lead an online study for women 
using Shauna Niequist’s book, Present Over Perfect: Leaving 
Behind Frantic for a Simpler, More Soulful, Way of Living. 
For anyone who is tired of being so frantic and is longing for 
connection and meaning, Shauna invites us into a way of life 
marked by grace, love, rest, and play. 
We will “meet” on Facebook from June 30-August 3. 
Participants will chat in a closed Facebook group to answer 
questions from the study, share experiences, and swap hopes 
together. An in-person gathering for dessert on Tuesday, 
August 6 at 7:30 pm will close our time together. Whether you’re 
traveling the world, staycationing at home, or doing normal life 
this summer, you can take this study and this gathering with you 
wherever you are! Let Pastor Emma know you are interested at 
enickel@fpcro.org and look for details in the June newsletter for 
how to join the Facebook group.

Youaremysheep
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stewardship

The Evangelism and Communication Committee 
discerns how we might be the best neighbors 

within our community. To that end, the committee is 
hosting a Teach-In called “Connecting the Dots: 
Gender Identity and Sexual Orientation” on 
May 8 and May 15 at 7:00 pm.
The Teach-In, which received unanimous session 

support, is broken into two 50-minute parts which seek to address practical answers to questions about gender 
identity and sexual orientation. The videos for each part are produced by More Light Presbyterians.
More Light Presbyterians is an organization that centers on God’s love and abundance while empowering and 
equipping individuals and congregations to live into their welcome for LGBTQIA+ people. 
The Evangelism and Communications Committee hopes that you will join us in Kirkman Fellowship Hall on 
both May 8 and May 15, as we begin to have important conversations about who we are as a church and who God 
might be calling us to be.

heLp NeeDeD!
Can you help offer a friendly 
welcome Sunday mornings? We 
are looking for greeters to say 
“hi” and shake hands as members, 
friends, and visitors enter the church 
each Sunday for the 10:30 am service.
We like to have a friendly face at the reception desk 
in the Christian Education lobby throughout both 
services on Sundays. If you can serve in either of these 
ways, please add your name to the sign-up sheets 
hanging on the wall just outside the reception area. If 

you have questions, please contact one of the pastors 
or Deacon Chair, Anne-Marie Devantier.
Also needed are coffee hour hosts to make coffee 
and tea and put out cookies and treats between 
services and after the 10:30 am service. If you can help 
host occasionally, please 
contact Barb Hayes, or 
sign up on the sheet on 
the wall opposite the 
reception office. Thank 
you for your ministries of 
hospitality!

Thank you for your generosity and your participation 
in our 2019-2020 campaign, I Love to Tell the 

Story. To date, we have received 150 pledges and about 
$410,000 in pledged gifts. These totals are continuing 
to increase and are slightly ahead of this point last 
year. We are so grateful to every person who dedicated 
a pledge to God and the church. Your gifts allow us 
to maintain our ongoing ministries in worship, music, 
education, and mission. They help us keep our building 
in shape and accessible to community groups. They allow us to try new ideas and consider fresh ways of reaching 
out to our community. A reminder that the pledges you made take effect on August 1, 2019, the start date of our 
new fiscal year. If you have not yet submitted a pledge, it is not too late. Look for a yellow pledge card in the lobby 
and place it in the offering plate, or contact Kari Peruski, Church Administrator, at kperuski@fpcro.org or at 
248.541.0108. Our story of faith continues to unfold!

hospitality

evangelism and communication
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mission & benevolence
CereaL fOr suMMer CaMpaIgN
FPCRO is participating in the Detroit Presbytery’s 
Hunger Ministries Program fourth annual Cereal 
for Summer Campaign. (http://pbydetroit.org/
mHunger.htm) Many children, who rely on subsidized 
school meals, may go hungry in the summer months. 
With one-in-seven families in the metro Detroit area 
considered food insecure, food is needed. Please bring 
boxes of cereal to the stage in Kirkman Fellowship 
Hall June 2 through June 16.

COMMON grOuND
Once again, 
you are 
invited by 
the Mission 
& Benevolence committee to help provide supplies 
for our neighbor, Common Ground. Located about a 
block from FPCRO, Common Ground provides help 
for young people in need.
Common Ground is primarily a sanctuary for youth 
ages 10 to 18. In addition, they sponsor a subsidized 

apartment program for young adults ages 18 to 
24, offering life skills development, counseling, 
educational and employment support. Each young 
adult who begins independent living in an apartment 
receives a "kit" of household supplies. Our mission is 
to provide items for the kit. Tags for your choice of an 
item will be in the Christian Education lobby in June. 
For large items, you may want to share the cost with 
another family. Donations will be collected in the 
auxiliary dining room from June 2 to June 16.

fYI
The Mission & Benevolence Committee aims to divide 
the annual donations from 
FPCRO as such:

n 50% Local

n 25% National

n 25% International

house and grounds committee
Spring is upon us and that means the church grounds Spring Clean Up is soon! The Spring 

Clean Up is scheduled for Saturday, May 11 at 9 am, with a rain date of May 18. 
Please come and help the Grounds Committee clean up the debris left from winter and 
prepare the grounds for spring.
The Grounds Committee is looking for at-large members to act as a sounding 
board. If you have an interest in helping maintain the church's landscaping, gardens, 
and parking lot, please email Derek Helenberger at derekhelenberger@hotmail.com 
or call 248.546.1228. Especially hopeful to find some members with expertise in gardening, 
landscaping, and paving/construction.

We now have a KoalaCare 
baby changing station, 

installed by Facility Manager 
Alan Glasel, in the Narthex 
restroom! This changing station 
was made possible through 
a generous donation by the 
Thursday morning quilters. An 
additional changing table has 
also been added to the girls’ 
bathroom in the preschool 
hallway and will be stocked with 
diapers and wipes.
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cozy mountain lodge comfort
On Saturday, March 23, our Fireside Room was 

turned into a Cozy Mountain Lodge with plaid 
tablecloths, mood lights, votive candles and a “lit” 
fireplace, but the best part was the awesome women 
who spent their day with each other. About thirty 
participants joined in on the sessions where they 
prayed, worshipped, sang, produced a package of bean 
soup for a friend, laughed together, explored the Book 
of Ruth, and constructed their own tiny lodge.

The morning started with participants playing a game 
with their Getaway Group. Just when the game was 
going great, they had to switch to a different table and 
pick up on a different game another group had been 
playing. The women were quite remarkable in their 
ability to work with confusion and proceed with the 
game. All this was related to the Book of Ruth in which 
Naomi and Ruth leave Moab to settle back in Judah, a 
land unfamiliar to Ruth in which she was considered 
a foreigner.
As the participants explored Ruth, they created their 
own tiny “lodge” with a strong foundation, and later 
added walls of 
support from 

each other. The lodge was finished with a roof which symbolized the 
marriage of Boaz to Ruth along with the sheltering arms of God.
After reading over the retreat evaluations, it became clear that a highlight 
for many of the women was the “lodge” of rooms which was created from 
our choir room. This “lodge” included a front porch, hallway, bedroom, 

dining room 
and family 
room. These 
spaces gave 
time for quiet 
m e d i t a t i o n 
and personal 
prayer. 
A quote from one of the participants gives an 
insightful summary of our day together. “I felt that 
this experience helped me to connect with my church 
family and focus my attention, for a day, on my faith 
journey. I loved the time I spent growing in my faith.”
The Cozy Mountain Planning Committee is very 
grateful to all the women who came to share their day. 



My, how quickly the year has passed. We can’t believe there are only a few 
more weeks in the school year. It’s been a fun year and our preschoolers have 

certainly grown by leaps and bounds.
For the three-year-olds, we will spend this sunny month painting with the color 
yellow, finishing our special handprint books, making Sunflower t-shirts, and 
creating Mother’s Day gifts. Butterflies and a visit to a farm are also in our plans. 
Our three-year-old class will finish the year with a fun outdoor day on the church 
grounds on May 21 with families invited.
How sad we are to see our four-year-olds finish preschool! They have worked so 

hard all year to prepare for kindergarten; we are just not quite ready to say goodbye to them. This month, 
they will finish their alphabet study, learn about insects—especially butterflies, make special gifts for Mom, 
plant beans in a bag and watch them grow and prepare for our graduation ceremony to be held on May 23 at 
10:00 a.m. We also hope, early in May, to fit in a trip to Madison Heights Nature Center, where a guide will 
tell us about the trees and nature.
We still have openings available for next fall in our classes. If you are interested in learning more about our 
preschool, please call 248.541.0108, x220. We would love to tell you all about Sunflowers!
Have a safe and enjoyable summer!

Mrs.Gibson & Mrs. Heitchue

Sunday Worship Services at 9 & 10:30 am
www.fpcro.org • facebook.com/fpcro
248.541.0108 • fax 248.541.1859 
529 Hendrie Blvd.  
Royal Oak, Michigan 48067

fpcro first presbyterian
church of royal oak

opportunities for all ages! 
serving • learning • growing

sunflowers christian preschool

find us on:


