
Church B
ell

April 2019
first presbyterian
church of royal oakfpcro

What missions grab your heart?
What organizations do you love in our community?

Where do you want to give your time and money?
How is our church being called to serve right now?

Our church is seeking answers to these questions! We are ready to discern how God is 
calling us into mission service in our community. 

Our congregation is blessed to have many dollars to give away in benevolence offerings. 
We give to important collections throughout the year, including food to Second Mile 
Center and gifts to families through the Salvation Army at Christmas. But we are ready to 
start getting our hands dirty again. We are ready to have conversations with people we are 
seeking to serve. We are ready to reach out to neighbors in need in fresh ways. 

To do this, we need to discern what missions our gathered congregation is most interested 
in. Not just what a few folks care about, but what we—as a whole body—feel called to 
do. Are we interested in food ministry? Helping alleviate homelessness? Serving at-risk 
youth? Working to heal God’s creation? Something else?

In worship on May 19, we will hear from a few folks in the congregation who have ideas 
and passions about what direction our church’s mission should take. They will briefly 
share their idea and how the church could make that mission a priority. We will be invited 
into conversation about these ideas to see where we feel like the Spirit is leading us. As we 
depart, we will indicate which projects we feel God is guiding us toward. 

Do you have an idea about a mission project that you are passionate about? 
Is there an organization or activity you feel resonates with our congregation 

that we could all get involved in? 
Is there a mission you love and want to build support for in this church?
Bring your idea to Pastor Emma or Pastor Pam by April 28. Share with them 

why you feel God is leading us in this direction. The pastors are gathering all the ideas and 
will work with leaders and staff to formulate some of these to be shared in May. The goals 
for these mission projects are that they would 1) have the potential for wide participation 
among our congregation; 2) be transformative for us as disciples of Christ, both challenging 
and inspiring us; and 3) have the potential for us to be involved in a deep way over the 
course of a longer period of time. Due to time constraints, ideas not selected to be shared 
verbally on May 19 may be highlighted in other ways at that service or given to the Mission 
and Benevolence committee, or to other groups in the church, to think through. 

 Once these ideas are shared and the congregation has expressed their thoughts, Mission 
and Benevolence committee, the Session, and others will discern how we can use this 
information to make formal plans for getting involved in these mission opportunities. 

Having a clear sense of where and how we are called to serve our neighbors helps us 
better understand our own church community. Which helps us invite others into it who 
share our passion and calling. 

We can’t wait to hear your ideas!

Pastor Emma and Pastor Pam
enickel@fpcro.org or pmeilands@fpcro.org or (248) 541-0108

From the Pastors…



always growing as a community of believers,  
reaching out in love to the world.vision

statement

fpcro  welcomes and accepts all, just as we all are  
uniquely valued as children of God.

responding to God’s call,
• we listen for and minister to the spiritual, emotional and 

physical needs of our congregation and community, using 
the resources God has given us.

• we nurture each person in their relationship with  
Jesus and provide opportunities to be connected in 
community through worship, music, education and prayer.

• we share the Word and demonstrate the love of the  
Spirit, working and praying for people to experience 
healing, reconciliation and transformation.

mission
statement

our

staff
our

pastor/head of staff, enickel@fpcro.org Rev. Emma Nickel
associate pastor, pmeilands@fpcro.org Rev. Pamela Meilands

director of music ministries and organist,  
jjackson@fpcro.org Joseph Jackson

interim chancel choir director, asutton@fpcro.org Alex Sutton
director of christian education, jjarrait@fpcro.org Joelle Jarrait

church administrator, kperuski@fpcro.org Kari Peruski
administrative asst., pkaufmann@fpcro.org Pamela Kaufmann

parish visitor, kbrom@fpcro.org Kathie Brom
evening reception/security, tcrawford@fpcro.org Todd Crawford 

preschool director, preschool@fpcro.org Sarah Gibson
preschool teacher Beth Heitchue

child care provider Ivy Debrow
facility manager, aglasel@fpcro.org Alan Glasel

assistant custodian Gary Moultrup
media/content manager, sgilreath@fpcro.org Sally Gilreath

food consultant Randy Jarman
wedding coordinator, weddings@fpcro.org Ginny O’Brien

newsletter production, newsletter@fpcro.org Sally Gilreath
newsletter editor Tere Ryan

baritone Miroslav Pavle Manovski
mezzo soprano Julie Anne Smith

soprano Kim Sanders
tenor Curt Peters soloists

our
The Church Bell is published monthly, 
September through June, and is advised by 
Evangelism & Communication committee. 
Email contributions to newsletter@fpcro.org. 
Deadline is the 15th of each month.
First Presbyterian Church of Royal Oak
529 Hendrie Blvd., Royal Oak, Michigan 48067
248.541.0108 • fax 248.541.1859 
www.fpcro.org • facebook.com/fpcro
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congregational news
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S The Presbys will meet at 6:00 pm on 
April 26 for fellowship, great food, and 
a presentation by our own Pastor, Rev. 
Emma Nickel, on “Finding the Right 
Words: Top 10 Ways to Support 
Church Growth, Welcome, and 
Faithfulness.” Please join us for this “get 
to know our Pastor better” time.

Of NOte:
Deaths:
William Broomfield, February 20, 2019
Yvonne Boike, March 10, 2019
Diane Sharp, March 21, 2019

Memorial gifts  
were given in  
memory of Sheila  
“Pat” Anderson, Judy White Andrews, 
and Arthur “Robert” Cranbury.

Special dateS
• Fifth Sunday in 

Lent, April 7
• Palm/Passion 

Sunday, April 14 —
Worship services at  
9 am & 10:30 am

• Maundy Thursday,  
April 18 – Soup Supper 
in Kirkman Fellowship Hall at 6 pm,  
Worship service with Holy Communion at 7 pm

• Good Friday, April 19 – Worship service at 7 pm
• Easter Sunday, April 21 – Worship services at  

9 am and 11 am
• Earth Day, April 22
• Administrative Professionals Day, April 24

Thank you from the bottom of my 

heart for all the beautiful cards, 

notes, and drawings from staff 

appreciation Sunday. Your kind 

words warmed my heart. It is a 

pleasure and honor to be trusted 

with the care of God’s little angels. 

Thank you!
Blessings, Ivy Debrow

OaklaNd cOuNty teacher  
Of the year, Julie aNNe Smith!
On Friday, March 22, Andy Meloche, Berkley High 
School Principal, and Michael Ross, Anderson 
Middle School Principal, along with Berkley School 
Board members, Oakland County School Board 
representatives, choir boosters, parents and friends, 
all surprised choir teacher, Julie Anne Smith, with 
the news she was selected Oakland County Teacher 
of the Year. Julie was stunned, and in her usual “Oh, 
it’s all the great kids not me” way, had her choir sing 
for all in attendance. Such a proud moment! Further 
recognitions will take place at a May 2 banquet. 
Congratulations Julie!

StepheN miNiStry
FPCRO is a Stephen Ministry church. Stephen Ministers 
are lay care-givers who are trained to provide high-quality 
confidential, Christ-centered care to people who are hurting.

Do you, or someone you know, need to 
be lifted in prayer? Please contact Kathie 
Brom at kbrom@fpcro.org with your 
prayer requests.

®
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congregational news

On March 16, over 60 members and staff of FPCRO 
gathered for a child and youth safety protection 

training event. These folks who teach Sunday school 
and volunteer with children and youth gained skills 
and knowledge to help us in protecting our community. 
We are grateful to all those who committed to being 
present and to keeping safe the children and youth 
who are entrusted to our care. We were blessed to have 
a presentation from Oakland County’s Care House 
that helped us learn about child sexual abuse and the 
ways to prevent it and recognize it when it occurs. Our 
updated Child and Youth Protection Policy, as well as 
our Sexual Misconduct Policy, are both available on 
the church’s website. If you have questions about the 
policy or training, please feel free to contact one of the 
pastors or a member of the Pastoral Response Team 
who were instrumental in updating our policies and 
planning the training event. These members are Kevin 
Ball, Chris Klein, and Suzanne Lewand.

per capita update
Thank you to everyone who has 
contributed their share of the 
Presbytery per capita. Each dollar 
contributed by our members frees 
budget funds so they can be used for our ministry 
programs. In February, we collected close to $4,946.50 
for per capita, covering approximately 187 members.
If you haven’t contributed yet, we encourage you to 
do so as we are still a long way away from the share 
we need to send to Presbytery ($16,500). You can 
use the blue envelope at in the contribution boxes 
(February), pick up a per capita envelope from the 
information desk, or just write “per capita” on the 
memo of the check and put it in the plate on Sunday. If 
you are an electronic giver, you can send Kari Peruski 
an email and let her know how much you would like 
automatically deducted for per capita.

hospitality
help Needed!

Can you help offer a friendly 
welcome Sunday mornings? We 

are looking for greeters to 
say “hi” and shake hands 
as members, friends, and 

visitors enter the church each 
Sunday for the 10:30 am service.

We like to have a friendly face at 
the reception desk 

in the Christian Education lobby 
throughout both services on 
Sundays. If you can serve in 
either of these ways, please add 
your name to the sign-up sheets 
hanging on the wall just outside 
the reception area. If you have 
questions, please contact one of the 
Pastors or Deacon chair, Anne-Marie Devantier.

Also needed are coffee hour hosts to make coffee 
and tea and put out cookies and treats between services 
and after the 10:30 am service. If you can help host 
occasionally, please contact Barb Hayes, or sign up 
on the sheet on the wall opposite the reception office. 
Thank you for your ministries of hospitality!

We give thanks for Scot Thomas’ years of ministry at FPRCO as assistant custodian. Scot is ending his 
employment at the church as he goes on to full time employment elsewhere in the community. We are 

thankful for his dedication and hard work, especially during the time we were without a Facility Manager. Gladly, 
we will continue to see Scot in the congregation on Sundays! If you would like to contribute to a purse for Scot, 
please give your gift to Sandy Belanger, Personnel Chair or place it in Kari Peruski’s mailbox in the reception 
office. We wish Scot well in his new adventure!
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christian education
Dear Friends,
My family and I are so grateful for the warm welcome 
we have received these past few weeks. It is a blessing 
to meet all of you and I am so enjoying getting to know 
the children of FPCRO. I look forward to working 
together and discovering everything God has in store 
our congregation.
Blessings,

~Joelle Jarrait 
Director of Christian Education

fiSh BaNkS & prOceSSiON Of palmS
Don’t forget to bring back your “Gracie” One Great 
Hour of Sharing fish banks on Palm Sunday, April 
14. Children will bring forward their banks to be 
dedicated with the gifts of the congregation. They 
will also participate in the Procession of the Palms as 
we celebrate Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem. Join us for 
the excitement!

JOiN the VBS team!
Vacation Bible 
School is an 
exciting time 
to share the 
Word of God 
with children in 
and around our 
community. We 
are looking for volunteers to be on our VBS Planning 
Team. The group will plan out the activities for the 
week plan the wonderful ways to share the story. Our 
VBS which will take place June 24-27. We will hold the 
event in the evenings from 5:30 pm–8 pm. Our Theme 
is “You Are My Sheep.” There are lots of surprises in 
store and we need your help to make it happen. Please 
prayerfully consider being a part of the team. You 
may contact James Hanks or Joelle Jarrait for more 
information and to volunteer.

mission and benevolence
haNdS-ON miSSiON OppOrtuNity
Church members, 
middle-school age,  
or older are invited 
to help pack or sort 
donated medical 
supplies at World 
Medical Relief on 
Saturday, April 27 
from 9-11:30 am. This opportunity is limited to 20 
people. A sign up sheet is in the CE lobby, or contact 
Edie Watson (rogerediew1@sbcglobal.net) or call 
248.543.4356, for more information.

preSByteriaN Shared miSSiON
Each year FPCRO donates to Presbyterian Shared 
Mission. Shared Mission is mission support for 
the larger church (Presbytery, Synod, and General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church USA). In 
essence, we share our funds along with other churches 
through our Detroit Presbytery. The financial support 
we, and other churches give, goes to help people all 
over the world, alleviating hunger and poverty. This 
year FPCRO is sending $2500 to Shared Mission.

SOuth OaklaNd citizeNS  
fOr the hOmeleSS
A group of concerned citizens in south Oakland 
county came together to establish a daytime drop-in 
center for the homeless population who used evening 
and overnight programs but have few places to go 
during the day. In 2003, Welcome Inn Day Center 
was opened. From December to March an average 
of 65 people visit. Basic needs such as food, daily 
shelter, clothes, showers, laundry, and computer 
and telephone access is provided. In addition, there 
are on-site nurses, educational instruction, 12-step 
based recovery programs, yoga, mentoring services 
and employed social workers who help guests access 
the services needed to help them not only survive but 
succeed. FPCRO participates by giving a donation to 
the organization. Also during the year some members 
of our church donate food and clothing. Warm coats, 
underwear, socks, hats, gloves, food, and paper 
products are often needed. Our members keep in 
touch with the leaders of this organization to discern 
the needs of the homeless. FPCRO donated $1500 to 
this organization this year.



evangelism and communication
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The Evangelism and Communication committee 
discerns how we might be the best neighbors 

within our community. To that end, the committee is 
hosting a Teach-In called “Connecting the Dots: 
Gender Identity and Sexual Orientation” on 
May 8 and May 15 at 7:00 pm.
The Teach-In, which received unanimous session 
support, is broken into two 50-minute parts which seek to address practical answers to questions about gender 
identity and sexual orientation. The videos for each part are produced by More Light Presbyterians.
More Light Presbyterians is an organization that centers on God’s love and abundance while empowering and 
equipping individuals and congregations to live into their welcome for LGBTQIA+ people. 
The Evangelism and Communications Committee hopes that you will join us in Kirkman Fellowship Hall on 
both May 8 and May 15, as we begin to have important conversations about who we are as a church and who God 
might be calling us to be.

cOmmuNity cONVerSatiONS: SuppOrtiNg the hOmeleSS
On February 20, the Evangelism and Communication committee hosted a forum with panelists sharing ideas 
on improving homelessness support. The goal of the discussion was to learn ways of helping those experiencing 
homelessness: to regain self-respect, self-worth, and return stability and productive community living to them.
Participating organizations were: Homeless Action Network Detroit, Alliance For Housing Oakland County, 
Detroit Rescue Mission Ministries, South Oakland Shelter, South Oakland Citizens for the Homeless, Fort 
Street Presbyterian—Open Door Ministries, Community Housing Network, Helping Oakland’s People Everyday, 
Coalition On Temporary Shelter and the Gary Burnstein Community Health Clinic.

dO We haVe yOur curreNt iNfO?
Has your home address, phone number, or email address changed recently? Did you eliminate your “land line” and have just a cell 
phone number now? Please let Pam Kaufmann (pkaufmann@fpcro.org) know of changes in your contact information so we can 
maintain current and up-to-date records of your member information.
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library reviews– junior books
Sparrow Road
J O Sheila O’Connor
This summer Raine will have to 
learn to expect the unexpected.
This is not how summer 
vacation was supposed to go.
It’s the summer before seventh 
grade, and twelve-year-old 
Raine O’Rourke’s mother 
suddenly takes a job, hours 
from home at mysterious 

Sparrow Road—a creepy, dilapidated mansion that 
houses an eccentric group of artists. While Raine 
explores the sprawling estate, trying to solve its 
secrets in the hopes she’ll discover why she and her 
mother have really come to Sparrow Road, but it’s an 
unexpected secret from Raine’s own life that changes 
her forever.

A Crooked Kind of Perfect
J U Linda Urban
Zoe Elias has big musical 
dreams. As soon as she gets a 
glossy baby grand piano, she’ll 
be on her way. Trouble is, what 
Zoe gets is a wood-grained, 
vinyl-seated, wheeze-bag 
organ. The Perfectone D-60.
How will she ever be 
discovered as a prodigy when 
her lesson book is “The Hits of 

the Seventies”? Not even a cha-cha beat can make 
the theme song from “The Brady Bunch” sound 
like Beethoven. If you add to that problem a mom 
who’s always at work, a dad who’s afraid to leave 
the house and an odd boy who follows her home 
from school every day, Zoe’s big dreams are looking 
pretty lopsided.
But when she enters the Annual Perform-O-Rama 
organ competition, Zoe discovers that life is full of 
surprises—and that maybe a little lopsidedness will 
help her find what she’s really hoping for.

Freaky Fast Frankie Joe
J C Lutricia Clifton
Twelve-year-old Frankie Joe 
Huckaby can’t find anything 
good to say about Clearview, 
Illinois, where he must spend 
the next ten months living with 
a father he knows only through 
birthday cards, a stepmother 
he didn’t know existed, and 
four half-brothers intent on 
making him the “freak “of the 

town. When life in Clearview becomes unbearable, 
Frankie Joe hatches a plan to ride his bike back to 
Lone Star Trailer Park in Laredo, Texas. For that he 
needs money, and so he opens Frankie Joe’s Freaky 
Fast Delivery Service. But he hasn’t counted on 
quirky clients, unpredictable winter weather, and his 
equally unpredictable new family.
Readers, like the town folk and his newfound family, 
will be rooting for Frankie Joe. The final scenes soar 
with hope.

Scrawl
J S Mark Shulman
Todd Munn is a bully. 
He’s tough, but times are 
even tougher. The wimps 
have stopped coughing up 
their lunch money. The 
administration is cracking 
down. Then to make things 
worse, Todd and his friends 
get busted for doing something 
bad. Something really bad.

Lucky Todd must spend his daily detention in a hot 
empty room with Mrs. Woodrow, a no-nonsense 
guidance counselor. He doesn’t know why he’s there, 
but she does. Todd’s punishment: to scrawl his story 
in a beat-up notebook. He can be painfully funny and 
he can be brutally honest. But can Mrs. Woodrow 
help Todd stop playing the bad guy before he actually 
turns into one…for real?
Read Todd’s notebook for yourself.



We are thrilled that April’s arrival means spring has sprung. As the weather 
improves and the ground dries, we look forward to playing outside again. We 

do so enjoy seeing the sunshine! Our color this month is purple. Look for some 
beautiful purple flowers blooming in our hallway!
Our spring break this year begins April 1. We will not be in school through April 5. 
School resumes Monday, April 8.
When we return from break, our caterpillars will arrive. We will create a habitat 
for them, observe them while they grow and change, make a chrysalis and become 
butterflies. What a wonderful introduction to the spectacular creation of new life! It 

is quite a celebration when each class releases their butterfly friends into the big world outside.
We are observing and taking note of all the wonderful things the children are learning and doing in preparation 
for parent-teacher conferences early in May.
As you can see, we are busy, busy, busy in preschool and always so thankful for the wonderful children in our 
care. Come and take a look at their ever changing work in the hall.
We have opened registration for the new school year, and still have spaces available in each class. Our three-
year-olds meet Tuesday and Thursday mornings from 9:15-11:45 am, while our four-year-olds meet Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday mornings from 9:15-12:00 noon. Please call us to learn more about our program 
(248.541.0108, ext. 220). We can’t wait to meet you!

Mrs. Gibson and Mrs. Heitchue

Sunday Worship Services at 9 & 10:30 am
www.fpcro.org • facebook.com/fpcro
248.541.0108 • fax 248.541.1859 
529 Hendrie Blvd.  
Royal Oak, Michigan 48067

fpcro first presbyterian
church of royal oak

opportunities for all ages! 
serving • learning • growing

sunflowers christian preschool

find us on:


