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Friends in Christ,

We try to let God guide us in all things. Yet it’s often hard to 
know if we are really doing so. This fall, our church is implementing 
programs that feel like God really was the one who initiated them! 
During Vacation Bible School, the staff felt a strong sense of energy 
and excitement from the preschoolers participating in the program. 
The presence of the Spirit was strong through their singing, play, 
and ideas! As kids and adults of all ages interacted together, we 
experienced the Kingdom of God among us. We started to wonder if 
God might be speaking to us through the VBS week and inviting us 
into something new.

Through our goal-setting work last spring, program staff had 
already laid out a number of initiatives to invite our community into the church—particularly 
the families at Sunflowers Christian Preschool and families in the neighborhood. However, we 
realized that we currently have no on-going opportunities outside of the Sunday nursery for 
preschool aged children. Conversation with parents of some of our preschoolers indicated both 
an interest in and potential leadership for a new ministry. News of a possible bequest with funds 
designated for young children seemed to make clear that this was the Spirit at work, encouraging 
us to initiate something new. 

Our efforts began with outreach to the Sunflowers Preschool families during the first days of 
school. In the lobby over coffee and bagels, connections among church, families, and preschool 
were made, relationships bloomed and just a few tears were shed by parents saying goodbye to 
little ones! 

We were excited to share with them our new Making Music program at Wednesday Night Live, 
which offers play, music, and fun for preschoolers, and a more comprehensive approach to music 
education for elementary students. We hosted a demo of the preschool sessions at Sunflowers 
in September and heard interest from a number of families. There, we also shared about Kids in 
Christ (KiC) Club, WNL dinners, and our presentation of Michigan Opera Theater’s Jack & the 
Beanstalk which took place at the end of September. 

All of us felt so much excitement and joy watching the little ones! We felt blessed that we 
might have more opportunities to share God’s love with them and their families. Please pray for 
everyone participating on Wednesday nights and that new folks would feel the Spirit surrounding 
them in love and grace as they participate with us.

In the midst of all this excitement, it was tough to receive the 2018-2019 end of year financial 
statements. We ended the year with a significant deficit of nearly $100,000. We will have to take 
these funds from the principal of our endowment to cover the shortfall. That’s hard to stomach 
when so many already give sacrificially to support God’s work through this church and many 
more of us increased our pledges for the current year. It is clear that we need to begin a serious 
conversation about how to make our church’s ministries sustainable. Because I know that God 
is good all the time, and all the time God is good, we will enter that process in a healthy way 
and do so with faith and trust. The energy of the preschoolers reminds me that God is always 
making things new. We will move through this new challenge with hope and expectation, seeking 
to become the church God is calling forth for the next 100 years.

From the Pastor’s Desk…



always growing as a community of believers,  
reaching out in love to the world.vision

statement

fpcro  welcomes and accepts all, just as we all are  
uniquely valued as children of God.

responding to God’s call,
• we listen for and minister to the spiritual, emotional and 

physical needs of our congregation and community, using 
the resources God has given us.

• we nurture each person in their relationship with  
Jesus and provide opportunities to be connected in 
community through worship, music, education and prayer.

• we share the Word and demonstrate the love of the  
Spirit, working and praying for people to experience 
healing, reconciliation and transformation.

mission
statement

our

staff
our

pastor/head of staff, enickel@fpcro.org Rev. Emma Nickel

associate pastor, pmeilands@fpcro.org Rev. Pamela Meilands

director of music ministries & organist, jjackson@fpcro.org Joseph Jackson

chancel choir director, kwattleworth@fpcro.org Kent Wattleworth

director of christian education, jjarrait@fpcro.org Joelle Jarrait

church administrator, kperuski@fpcro.org Kari Peruski

parish visitor, kbrom@fpcro.org Kathie Brom

evening reception/security, tcrawford@fpcro.org Todd Crawford 

preschool director, preschool@fpcro.org Sarah Gibson

preschool teacher Beth Heitchue

child care provider Ivy Debrow

facility manager, aglasel@fpcro.org Alan Glasel

assistant custodians Gary Moultrup & Keith Carlson

media/content manager, sgilreath@fpcro.org Sally Gilreath

food consultant Randy Jarman

wedding coordinator, weddings@fpcro.org Ginny O’Brien

newsletter editor Tillie Nelson

baritone Miroslav Pavle Manovski
mezzo soprano Julie Anne Smith

soprano Kim Sanders
tenor Curt Peters soloists

our
The Church Bell is published monthly, 
September through June, and is advised by 
Evangelism & Communication committee. Email 
contributions to newsletter@fpcro.org. 
Deadline is the 15th of each month.

First Presbyterian Church of Royal Oak
529 Hendrie Blvd., Royal Oak, Michigan 48067
248.541.0108 • fax 248.541.1859 
www.fpcro.org • facebook.com/fpcro



3

congregational news
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S Presbys is a group for all adults—not just 
senior church members. Everyone is invited to 
come to Kirkman Fellowship Hall on Friday, 
October 18, 2019 at 6 pm for punch and 
fellowship, followed at 6:30 pm by a delicious 
dinner prepared by chef Randy Jarman. At 
approximately 7:15 pm, our program will 
be a presentation by The Leslie Science 
and Nature Center, a center that inspires 
curiosity and exploration. The presenters will 
talk about Birds of Prey, (Hawks and Owls) 
and will bring a few birds with them. Come and 
invite a friend. Sign up at the reception desk.

Memorial gifts  
were given  
in memory of Carol Lengjel,  
and Cecil and Mary Elizabeth Luttenbacher. 

First Presbyterian Church of Royal Oak

Columbarium
and

Memorial Garden
Information packets available

Questions:
Ken Bissey 248.709.4849

Do We Have Your Current Info?
Has your home address, phone number, or email address changed recently? Did you eliminate your “land line” and have just a cell phone number 
now? Please let us know of changes at fpcro@fpcro.org in your contact information so we can maintain current and up-to-date records of your 
member information.

Stephen Ministry
FPCRO is a Stephen Ministry church. Stephen 
Ministers are lay care-givers who are trained 
to provide high-quality confidential, Christ-
centered care to people who are hurting.

Do you, or someone you know, need to be 
lifted in prayer? Please contact Kathie Brom at 
kbrom@fpcro.org with your prayer requests.

Presbytery is Coming!
On Saturday, November 16 FPCRO will host the 
meeting of the Presbytery of Detroit. We will need 
folks to help serve as coffee & snack hosts, registrars, 
parking lot attendants, and all around friendly faces 
to give directions and a warm welcome throughout 
our building. If you or your church group would like 
to help, please contact Pastor Emma. The estimated 
hours are 8:30 am to 1 pm, though not everyone 
would need to be present for the whole meeting.

Our fall worship 
series What Disciples 

Do continues through  
October. Following the 
lectionary scriptures, we 
explore what it means to 
act and live as disciples of 
Jesus amidst the challenges 
of life today.

Of Note:
Deaths:
Carol Lengjel, August 29, 2019

Cecil Luttenbacher, September 15, 2019

Save the Date!

The Grounds Committee 
wants you to know 

Fall Clean Up is coming in 
November. Look for the 
date in October.
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congregational news

Stephen Ministers
The FPCRO Stephen Ministry Program, along with the 
Music Program, will again offer a special service of healing 
and wholeness in conjunction with All Saints Day. This 
service will take place Wednesday, November 6, at 
7 pm following the Wednesday Nite Live dinner. All are 
welcome to attend, but the service will focus on those who 
are experiencing physical or emotional pain or are grieving 
the loss of a loved one. Please reserve this time to hear 
God’s promises and remember the Saints who have gone 
before us.

New Member 
classes will 

be offered 9 am 
on Sundays, 
October 13, 20, 
and 27. These 
sessions offer a 
quick overview 
of what it means to be Presbyterian, what we believe, and 
how we act as disciples because of those beliefs. Those 
who are new to the church, visitors, and those interested 
in a refresher on these topics are all welcome! Those who 
participate are welcome to simply come and learn, or make 
the choice to join as members of the church on October 
27. Meet in the Fireside Room each week. Childcare is 
available in the Nursery.

S E R V I C E  O F  H E A L I N G

 
ENTERING THEIR
WORLD
A day of learning, supporting and caring for all

affected by Dementia

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 2,  2019 |  9  AM TO 3  PM 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF ROYAL OAK

During morning sessions, trained caregivers and Dementia

focused programming will be offered for Loved Ones.

Lunch will be provided. Registration at https://entering-

their-world.eventbrite.com

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF

ROYAL OAK PRESENTS

529 Hendrie Blvd., Royal Oak MI 48067 • 248-541-0108 • fpcro@fpcro.org

Special Dates
• Wednesday Night Live Resumes, October 2
• World Communion Sunday, October 6
• World Medical Relief Mission Day, October 12
• New Member Classes, October 13, 20 & 27
• Presbys, October 18
• Common Ground Collection, October 20-30
• Lament and Remembrance Service, October 23
• Unified Board Task Force Q&A, October 27
• Reformation Sunday, October 27
• Reformation Day, October 31

Alzheimer’s Awareness Workshop
From 9 am until 3 pm Saturday, November 2, join us 
for a workshop called “Entering Their World” — a day 
of learning, supporting and caring for all affected by 
Dementia. The workshop, sponsored by the Deacons, 
will have experts in the field of Dementia Caregiving 
and Programming Assistance at FPCRO. During morning 
sessions, trained caregivers and Dementia-focused 
programming will be offered in the Fireside Room for 
loved ones, allowing their caregivers to attend the 
morning sessions.



5

congregational news
Unified Board Proposal

Many churches 
throughout our 

denomination have 
made this move to 

a unified board over 
the years.

In August, both the Session and the Board of Trustees 
elected members to a Unicameral (Unified) Board Task 
Force. The Task Force is made of up Kevin Ball (Clerk 
of Session), Ginny O’Brien (Trustees chair), Derek 
Helenberger (Trustee), James Hanks (Elder), Kari Peruski 
(Church Administrator) and Rev. Emma Nickel (Pastor). 
The group has been meeting to explore the possibility of 
the Session assuming the obligations and responsibilities 
of the Trustees of the corporation of our 
church. This would result in the elimination 
of the separate Board of Trustees, which is 
provided for in the Presbyterian Church 
(USA) Book of Order G-4.0102.

If the congregation approved a change to 
the bylaws to move to the unified board, 
the arrangement would result in fewer 
congregation members required to sit 
on boards and a flatter, leaner structure 
for accomplishing church business. If implemented, our 
congregation would need to ensure that some committees 
were staffed with additional at-large members, and that 
the current duties of the Trustees (depositing the weekly 
offerings, counting, etc.) are maintained in other ways. 
The number of elders on the Session would remain the 
same, at 15 elders plus a youth elder. Currently, there 

are two committees that report to Trustees—House 
and Grounds—and those would begin reporting to the 
Session directly. This change would go into effect in 2020 if 
approved by the congregation.

Conversations at Trustees and Session have been 
informative and healthy as we discuss this possible board 
structure for the future. Trustees are considering whether 

they might feel called to serve on the 
Session in the incoming class in order to 
carry over their wisdom and knowledge 
into the new structure.

Many churches throughout our 
denomination have made this move 
to a unified board over the years. The 
change would put us in line with similar 
congregations in the Presbytery and 
throughout the country.

Members of the task force will share a Minute for Mission 
about their work at both services on Sunday, October 
13. They will host a Q&A Session following the 10:30 am 
service on Sunday, October 27 in the Auxiliary Dining 
Room. If you have questions or want to know more, you’re 
encouraged to attend the meeting, and/or to contact 
Pastor Emma or another member of the Task Force.

World Communion Sunday
Part of our celebration 
of World Communion 
Sunday will be a 
chance to enjoy tasty 
international breads. 
To top off the breads, 
there will be many 
choices of delicious 
spreads. Please join in 
for this special coffee 
hour on Sunday, 

October 6, after the 10:30 service. If you would like to 
donate a loaf of bread or a spread, please sign up at the 
reception desk and bring the bread to the kitchen by 10:15 
am on October 6. See Cassie Coates or Chris Klein if you 
have any questions.

Pictured at right is Breads and Spreads from October 2018
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worship and music

The loss of a pregnancy is a loss not recognized in our 
society. No one knows how to cope with, no less talk 

about, the death of an infant. Infertility is a silent grief 
and pain, not often shared openly. These losses and pains 
often go unrecognized in church, as well. The service of 
Lament and Remembrance, on Wednesday, October 23 
at 7:30 pm in Evans Chapel, offers a space to bring all our 
emotions, whether old or new, into the presence of God. 
Without judgment or shame, we will light candles, pray, 
and keep silence to honor these wide-ranging experiences 
of women, men, and families. This service seeks to bless 
the members of FPRCO as well as the broader community. 
With questions, contact Pastor Emma Nickel at enickel@
fpcro.org.

LAMENT AND
REMEMBRANCE
A  SERVICE  HONORING  PREGNANCY  AND  INFANT

LOSS  AND  INFERTILITY

WEDNESDAY ,  OCTOBER  23 ,  2019

7 :30  PM

EVANS  CHAPEL  

 

ALL  ARE  WELCOME

 

529  HENDRIE  BLVD ,  ROYAL  OAK ,  MI  48067

FIRST  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  OF  ROYAL  OAK

We welcome to the Music Staff Audrey Frieberg who will be 
working in the Wednesday Night Live programming teaching 

music to Pre-K children. This is a new program we felt called to begin 
after we had such a positive response with this age group at VBS this 
past summer. When Audrey presented herself as a certified early 
childhood instructor, we were delighted.

Audrey is an established singer, voice teacher and early child music 
educator in the Metro Detroit area. Calling First Presbyterian Church of 
Royal Oak her church home, Audrey grew up as an active member of the 
youth and choir programs in the church until going away to college. For 
the past 14 years, Audrey has been the hired soprano section leader and 
children’s choir director at several churches in Michigan, New Jersey 
and Maryland. After moving out to Maryland for four years, she, her 
husband Brad and their two sons have returned to Michigan and are 
attending her home church, FPCRO, regularly.  

While in Maryland, Audrey followed her passion of teaching children's 
music and became certified to teach early childhood music. Through a 
combination of activity, games and basic music principles, she is able 
to encourage young children to find their voices and grow their love of 
music in an immersive atmosphere. Audrey also has a degree in music education from the University of Michigan. She 
was an often requested substitute teacher in Michigan and Maryland school districts, specifically for elementary music 
classes. Audrey is an established voice teacher and has a large voice studio in the Berkley School District, where she is one 
of the in house voice teachers.  

Audrey, an active performer and classically trained opera singer, appeared, while living in the D.C. area, with The  
Washington National Opera, Louden Lyric Opera, Maryland Lyric Opera, Victorian Lyric Opera and the Bel Cantati Opera. 
She will be returning to the Detroit Opera House as a soloist and in the chorus of Michigan Opera Theater's production 
of Sweeney Todd. We are so pleased to offer this new class which we hope will not only reach our current children, but 
connect us more with Sunflowers Pre-School and families in our neighborhood.
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christian education

Wednesday Night Live
Wednesday Night Live returns on October 2. Mark your 
calendars and come see what’s new. This year, we have 
added preschooler activities! At 5 pm, there is Preschool 
Music Time with Audrey Frieberg and KiC Club for grades 
K-5 with Joelle Jarrait. At 5:30 pm there is KiC Club for 
Preschool and Music Time for grades K-5. From 5-6 pm 
our youth will meet for mission related activities and 
Pastor Emma will lead an adult study in the Fireside Room. 
Everyone will gather for a free will spaghetti dinner in 
Fellowship Hall at 6 pm.

5-6 pm Adult Study
 Mission Projects for grades 6-12

5-5:30 pm Preschool Music Time
 KiC Club for grades K-5

5:30-6 pm Music Time for grades K-5
 KiC Club for Preschool

6 pm Dinner for all in Kirkman Fellowship Hall

Children and Youth  
Information Forms
Please remember to turn in an 
Information Form for your children 
and youth. In order to ensure the 
safety of everyone, it is important we have these on file 
each year. There are forms available in the Narthex. Please 
return them to Pastor Pam or Joelle Jarrait and let us know 
if you have any questions.

WNL Adult Study
Join Pastor Emma from 5-6 pm  
for the Adult Study at 
Wednesday Night Live starting 
October 2. Our study will dig 
into Adam Hamilton’s Half 
Truths: God Helps Those Who Help 
Themselves and Other Things the 
Bible Doesn’t Say. We’ll take a 
look at some simple phrases that 
we may assume are found in the 
Bible. Most of us have heard these 
words and we have probably said 
some of them. While they do point to a kernel of truth, 
they often miss the Biblical emphasis in some important 
ways. We will challenge ourselves to explore our language 
and our theology throughout this study. Contact Pastor 
Emma with questions at enickel@fpcro.org or call her at 
the church.

Presbyterian Pilgrimage
An open invitation is out there 
for anyone seeking spiritual 
introspection, fellowship, 
laughs, tears, and much, much 
more. This is the Michigan 
Presbyterian Pilgrimage that 
is held in a beautiful conference 
location near Lakeville. The 
weekend starts Thursday, October 10 
and runs through the afternoon of Sunday, October 13. 
It truly is a life changing event and the First Presbyterian 
Church of Royal Oak is sponsoring five scholarships  
towards your registration fee to attend. For more 
information, please see Norm Bayne or Joelle Jarrait.

Youth Group  
on Instagram
Join in the fun and check out 
the Youth Group on Instagram 
@fpcroyouth.
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mission and benevolence
CARE House Dinner
On Tuesday, August 27, eight members of Ruth Circle 
served dinner at CARE House in Pontiac. CARE House is 
a 501(c)(3) non-profit advocacy center for the treatment 
and prevention of child abuse and neglect. CARE House 
participated in the discussions that took place after the 
FPCRO Child and Youth Protection Policy was revised. 
A CARE House representative presented the Darkness 
to Light program “Stewards of Children” to our church 
leaders and anyone working with children and/or youth.

“Taco Tuesday” provided a buffet for some of the clients 
and the staff of the CARE House center. We were also 
treated to a tour of the facility. It was a fun and very 
rewarding activity.

Common Ground
The Mission and Benevolence 
committee invites you to 
help provide supplies for our 
neighbor, Common Ground. 
Located just about a block 
from FPCRO, they provide help for young people in need.

Common Ground is primarily a sanctuary for youth 
ages 10 to 18. They also sponsor a subsidized apartment 
program for young adults ages 18 to 24, offering life skills 
development, counseling, educational and employment 
support. Each young adult who begins independent 
apartment living receives a "kit" of household supplies. 
Our mission is to provide kit items. Item tags will be in 
the Christian Education lobby in October. For large items, 
you may want to share the cost with another family. 
Donations will be collected on the stage in Kirkman 
Fellowship Hall October 20 to October 30.

Hands-On Mission Opportunity
Church members, middle-
school age or older, are 
invited to help pack or sort 
donated medical supplies 
at World Medical Relief on 
Saturday, October 12 
from 9-11:30 am. This 
opportunity is limited to 20 people. A sign-up sheet is 
in the CE lobby, or contact Edie Watson (rogerediew1@
sbcglobal.net) or call 248.543.4356, for more information.

Members of Ruth Circle pose at CARE House in Pontiac.

Operation Paperback
Operation Paperback has shipped 
over 100 boxes of books to the 
military so far this year. That is 
about 3000 books.

We accept paperback books 
in good condition. We do 
not ship hard cover books 
because of the weight and cost. 
Books should be dropped off 
in the library. Subjects requested 
include mysteries, women’s fiction, biographies, history, 
adventure, historical fiction, action thrillers and finance. 
We do not ship religious books or other subjects deemed 
inappropriate.

Books are shipped overseas, to naval fleets and to hospitals 
and other military individuals stateside. We receive many 
letters of gratitude. Thanks for you help!

~Adair and Don Calder
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environmental stewardship
Caring for God’s Creation
The Call To Care for Creation
We are called to love God and our neighbors. These are 
fundamental principles shared by people of many faiths. 
Our neighbors are those we meet in our places of worship, 
in our daily lives, those in our local communities, in our 
nation, and around the world.

We all have noticed that our world is changing: flowers 
bloom earlier, coastlines are shifting, heatwaves are more 
common and more severe, some regions are wetter, others 
are drying out. We see stronger and more frequent storms 
and hurricanes and record-breaking wildfires. Our climate 
is becoming less stable, and our neighbors are suffering.

Many of these changes are harmful. They can damage 
our health, destabilize our communities, and burden 
our budgets. They are especially harmful to low-income 
families, to some communities of color, to those living with 
disabilities, and to those who are particularly vulnerable 
such as children and the elderly.

We have a responsibility to be good stewards and to make 
moral choices for the good of all creation in order to bring 
about a more just society. It is time, today, for us all to 
embrace this opportunity to serve God, to work alongside 
the most vulnerable, and to live out our faith by working 
toward the health of our environment.

We must lead the way, serving as the conscience of our 
culture by reducing energy use, preparing for climate 
change, and advocating for solutions on behalf of ourselves 
and our neighbors.

From the Moving Forward Guide: A Guide to Climate Action 
For Your Congregation and Community, 2019, ecoAmerica, 
Washington DC

“ Turn from these worthless things 
and turn to the living God, who 
made heaven and earth, the sea, and 
everything in them.”

Acts 14:15 (NIV)

Photo: Angel Falls in Venezuela — the world’s tallest waterfall at 979 m. 
(3,212 ft.)



10

library book reviews
Juniper Berry

J K  M.P. Kozlowsky

The house was a Mansion, the 
lake was a pool, Kitty was a 
dog, and Juniper Berry was 
an eleven year old girl. Such is 
life for young Juniper; a series 
of contradictions. She is the 
daughter of the world’s most 
famous film stars, and yet she 
is alone. She lives on a palatial 

estate, but she feels trapped. And even though she is 
closer to her mother and father than anyone, she couldn’t 
feel more distant from them. In fact, Mr. & Mrs. Berry 
have been cold and disinterested and cruel, not at all 
themselves lately. Lonely, imprisoned Juniper and her 
friend, Giles, are determined to find out why.

One cold and rainy night, she follows her parents as they 
sneak out of the house and into the woods. What she 
discovers is an underworld also filled with contradictions; 
one that is terrifying and enticing, lorded over by a 
creature both sinister and seductive, who can sell you 
the world’s secrets found in a balloon. For the first time, 
Juniper and Giles have a choice to make. It will be up to 
them to face their own fears in order to save the ones 
who couldn’t.

All Through The Night

C Mary Higgins Clark

This book celebrates the 
Christmas season with a tale 
of suspense. At the center of 
the novel are 2 of Mary’s most 
beloved characters, Alvitah, the 
lottery winner turned amateur 
sleuth, and her husband, Willy, 
both caught up in a Christmas 
mystery that calls on all of 

Alvitah’s detective powers, as well as Willy’s world-class 
common sense.

The story begins when a young unmarried woman leaves 
her newborn child on the rectory steps. At the same 
moment, inside the church a young man is stealing a 
treasured chalice adorned with a star-shaped diamond. 
Both infant and the chalice disappear.

Seven years later, a few weeks before Christmas Alvitah 
and Willy are helping his sister, a nun who runs a 
thrift shop that doubles as an after school shelter for 

neighborhood kids. The future of the shelter is threatened 
when the city condemns it. It is further jeopardized when 
a nearby brownstone, which the shelter was moving to, 
turns out to be willed to a young couple who are tenants. 
Alvitah doubts that the will is genuine and sets out to 
prove the couple are con artists. Soon she is involved in 
the mystery of the chalice and the child.

No Easy Day: The Firsthand
Account of the Mission that
Killed Osama Bin Laden

958.104 O Mark Owen

From the streets of Iraq to 
the rescue of Captain Richard 
Phillips in the Indian Ocean, 
and from the mountaintops of 
Afghanistan to the third floor of 
Osama bin Laden’s compound, 
operator Mark Owen of the U.S. 

Navel Special Warfare Development Group – commonly 
known as SEAL Team Six – has been part of some of the 
most memorable special operations in history as well as 
countless missions that never made the headlines.

In this book you are put alongside Owen and the other 
members of the twenty-four man team as they train for 
the biggest mission of their lives.

Owen also takes readers onto the field of America’s 
ongoing war on Terror. His story draws on his youth 
in Alaska and describes the SEAL’s quest to challenge 
themselves at the highest levels of physical and 
mental endurance.

As Mark Owens describes all the sacrifices these men 
have endured and risked their lives for, he leaves readers 
with a deep understanding of the warriors who keep 
American safe.

Friction

B Sandra Brown

Crawford Hunt wants his 
daughter back following the 
death of his wife 4 years ago. 
Crawford, a Texas Ranger, fell 
into a downward spiral that left 
him relegated to desk work and 
with his 5 year-old daughter, 
Georgia, in the custody of her 
grandparents, Crawford now has 
cleaned up his act, met all the 
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sunflowers christian preschool

Sun�owers
Christian Preschool

A fun new year of preschool has begun and we are having a great time with new 
friends and enjoying the routines of our school day. There are a lot of busy 

activities in the school room and the playground is always fun on a sunny day. 

October is fire safety month and keeping safe becomes a topic for our month. The 
four-year-old class will visit the downtown Royal Oak Fire Station to check out the 
fire trucks and the gear and listen to a firefighter tell us about what they do to keep 
us safe, and what we should do. A group picture on the back of the ladder truck is 
always a hit! 

The beautiful autumn colors outside our classroom window come inside as we paint with ‘orange’ this month. Our 
three-year-olds are practicing their fine motor skills, learning how to play cooperatively, and doing some wonderful 
art projects. Our four-year-olds are jumping into the alphabet, studying one letter per week, as well as all the other 
things that make school fun

The hay wagons at Kensington Farm will be full of all our students and their parents late in the month as we travel 
to the pumpkin patch and learn how pumpkins grow. We will also see some farm animals and eat yummy donuts and 
cider—a very fun day for all!

We still have openings in our classes! If you are interested, please call us (248-541-0108 ext. 220) and come to visit. 
We would love to meet you.

Mrs. Gibson & Mrs. Heitchue

court-imposed requirements and now the fate of his family 
lies with Judy Holly Spencer.

Ambitious and confident, Holly temporarily occupies the 
bench of her recently deceased mentor. With an election 
upcoming, she must prove herself worthy of making her 
judgeship permanent. Despite Crawford’s love for his child 
and his commitment to being an ideal parent, Holly is wary 
of his checkered past. But her opinion is radically changed 
when a masked gunman barges into the courtroom during the 
guardian ship hearing. Crawford reacts instinctively saving 
Holly from a bullet. The gunman escapes and remains at large.

Now catching the culprit becomes a personal fight for 
Crawford. Yet pursuing the killer in his customary diehard 
fashion will jeopardize his chances of gaining custody of 
his daughter and further compromise the judge who needs 
protection not only from an assassin, but from Crawford 
himself and the forbidden attraction between them.

“Friction” will keep you on the edge of your seat with plot 
twists and unforgettable characters.

library book reviews (cont.)
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opportunities for all ages! 
serving • learning • growing

coming up at FPCRO!

find us on:

Wednesday Night Live
Wednesday Night Live returns on October 2. Mark your 
calendars and come see what’s new. This year, we have 
added preschooler activities! At 5 pm, there is Preschool 
Music Time with Audrey Frieberg and KiC Club for grades 
K-5 with Joelle Jarrait. At 5:30 pm there is KiC Club for 
Preschool and Music Time for grades K-5. From 5-6 pm 
our youth will meet for mission related activities and 
Pastor Emma will lead an adult study in the Fireside Room. 
Everyone will gather for a free will spaghetti dinner in 
Fellowship Hall at 6 pm.

5-6 pm Adult Study
 Mission Projects for grades 6-12

5-5:30 pm Preschool Music Time
 KiC Club for grades K-5

5:30-6 pm Music Time for grades K-5
 KiC Club for Preschool

6 pm Dinner for all in Kirkman Fellowship Hall


