
Proposed Amended Bylaws of the Corporation 
Of the First Presbyterian Church of Royal Oaki (February 2, 2020) 

 
I. NAME 

The name assumed by this Corporation, and by which it shall be known in law, is First 
Presbyterian Church of Royal Oak. 
 

II. LOCATION 
The location of said church shall be in the city of Royal Oak, in the County of Oakland, in the 
State of Michigan. 

 
III. MEMBERSHIP 

Only persons eligible for membership in the congregation shall be eligible to be members of 
the corporation and to be elected to the trustees. 
 

IV. OFFICERSii 
The Trustees of this incorporation shall be 9 in number, 3 to be elected at each annual 
meeting and to serve for a term of three (3) years and may be eligible for reelection 
according to congregational rule.  However, no trustee shall be eligible to serve more than 
six consecutive years shall be ineligible for reelection to the same board for at least one 
year.  (G-4.0101, G-2.0404) 
1. The members of the Board of Trustees shall be the same persons as the members of the 

Session which shall hereinafter be referred to as the “Session.” They shall serve as 

trustees of the corporation by virtue of their election as Elders, occupying the same 

classes and lengths of terms; with the same provisions governing their reelection, and 

subject to the same rules and regulations regarding their responsibilities, conduct, and 

terms of office. These “Elder-Trustees” shall hereinafter referred to simply as “Elders.” 

2. The Session shall not later than its first meeting of each fiscal year elect a President of 

the Board of Trustees who shall be the Chair of the Finance and Investment Committee 

of the Session, and to elect a Vice President. The Clerk of Session shall be elected as 

Secretary of the Board of Trustees. The Session shall also appoint a Church Treasurer 

and such Assistant Treasurers as it deems necessary, who will be active members of the 

congregation, but need not be members of the Session When Session deals with 

corporate issues, Elders under the age of 18 may have voice but not vote. 

3. Vacancies on the Session shall be filled by the election of one or more Elders in the 

manner provided in the by-laws of the congregation of the First Presbyterian Church of 

Royal Oak.   

 

V. MEETINGSiii 
1. One Annual Meeting of the Corporation shall be held the fourth Sunday of September 

each year following the last scheduled worship service and immediately after the 
Congregational meeting for the purpose of receiving annual reports and for the 
transaction of such other business as may properly come before the meeting. 

2. One Annual Election of the Corporation shall be held on the third Sunday of May each 
year following the last scheduled worship service and immediately after the 
Congregational Meeting for the purpose of the election of trustees Elders for the ensuing 
term. 



3. Special meetings may be called by a majority vote of the Session Trustees or when 
requested by vote of the Session. 

4. The Chairperson of the Board of Trustees shall moderate the meeting.  If the 
Chairperson is unable to preside, the Chairperson shall name another Trustee to 
moderate.  The annual meeting of the Corporation, the annual election of the 
Corporation, or any special meeting of the Corporation may be held jointly with such 
meetings of the Congregation of the First Presbyterian Church of Royal Oak. The Clerk of 
Session shall serve as secretary. The secretary shall record the actions of the 
corporation in the minutes of the meeting.  

5. Ten percent of the members of the Corporation shall constitute a quorum. 
6. All meetings of the Corporation shall be conducted in accordance with the most recent 

edition of Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised, except when it is in contradiction to 
these by-laws (G3.0105). 

 
VI. AMENDMENTS 

These bylaws shall be amended at any annual meeting, or at a special meeting called 

pursuant to these by-laws,  by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of a quorum, written notice of such 

intended amendment having been given in the church bulletin at least two weeks prior to 

said meeting. 

VII. INTEGRATION; CONFLICTS 

1. These By-Laws supersede and replace any preceding by-laws or constitutions 

previously adopted by the corporation of the First Presbyterian Church of Royal Oak.   

2. Nothing in these By-Laws shall be deemed to conflict with the laws of the State of 
Michigan or the Book of Order of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), as hereby constituted 
or from time to time amended, except as permitted therein.  

 
 

i All changes are indicated from the existing bylaws of the Corporation, which were approved in 2013.  Deleted text 
is indicated by shading and strikethroughs.  Added text is underlined. 
ii This section is amended to provide that the Corporation will be governed by the members of the Session, who 
shall also be the Corporation’s trustees. It also eliminates provisions in the existing bylaws for the separate election 
of trustees. 
iii This section is amended to eliminate the need for separate congregational and corporation meetings.  It is also 
changed to provide that ten percent of the members of the corporation constitute a quorum, consistent with the 
current congregational bylaws. 

                                                           


